[Allergic rhinitis in children].
The diagnosis of allergic rhinitis (AR) in children is mainly based upon history which leads to distinguish between seasonal (periodic or intermittent) pollinic AR and perrenial (permanent or chronic) AR. The consequences of an AR can be severe with major nasal discomfort, repercussion on quality of life and school attendance, and impact on facial bone growth. In addition it can be complicated by asthma. Specific desensitization is the only treatment which may modify the immune response towards allergens. However it must be compared with the other treatments including local or general antihistaminic drugs and intranasal corticosteroids, the choice resting upon the severity of the symptoms, the respiratory repercussion, and the age of the child.